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Bank Sarasin & Co

ank Sarasin has more than 20 years’

B experience in sustainable asset man-

agement and is one of the leading pro-

viders of socially responsible investments in
Switzerland.

The bank focuses on giving consideration
to financial, social as well as environmental
factors when analysing issuers of securities.
The bank has a sustainable investment
approach that is built around themes such as
renewable energies or water. The bank argues
that giving attention to sustainability can
help reduce investment risks.

For example, Bank Sarasin argues that no
investments were made in Greek, Portuguese
or Spanish sovereign bonds. Another recent
example is that Bank Sarasin was not affected
by the Gulf of Mexico oil disaster as it did not
invest in the companies involved. Also, com-
panies that have more than 5 per cent of their
turnover from nuclear energy were not
included in the investments.

Burkhard Varnholt, chief investment
officer and head of asset management, prod-
uct and sales, comments on the changes that
have been occurring in the industry: “The
most significant drivers of change are also
shaping a new, global, economic and political
order: globalisation, demographic change,
the shifting balance of power between the
public, financial and corporate sector, and
increasing environmental concerns. All of
these factors are radically challenging old
business models and enforcing a new mind-
set for asset managers to embrace sustainable
investment choices as a real opportunity.”

And commenting on the challenges of
Bank Sarasin, Mr Varnholt notes: “We need to
scale our business model to keep up with rap-
idly growing demand. This requires the
utmost focus, rigour and prudence as people
and ideas are our most valuable assets. You
might call this a high-class problem to deal
with — but it’s also tremendously challenging
and rewarding.”

WE NEED TO SCALE OUR
BUSINESS MODEL TO KEEP UP
WITH RAPIDLY GROWING
DEMAND. THIS REQUIRES THE
UTMOST FOCUS, RIGOUR AND
PRUDENCE AS PEOPLE AND
IDEAS ARE OURMOST
VALUABLE ASSETS

Burkhard Varnholt,

Bank Sarasin

The judges

YURI BENDER

Editor-in-Chief, Professional
Wealth Management, based in
London, UK

SEB DOVEY

Partner, Scorpio Partnership,
based in London, UK

SHELBY DU PASQUIER

Head of Banking and Finance
Group, Lenz & Staehelin,
based in Geneva, Switzerland

SIMEON FOWLER

CEO, Fox Partnership group of
companies, based in Singapore

JUSTIN ONG

Partner, Pricewaterhouse
Coopers, based in Luxembourg

ALOIS PIRKER

Research Director Wealth
Management, AITE Group,
based in Boston, USA

AMIN RAJAN

CEO, Create-Research based in
London, UK

RAY SOUDAH

Founder, MilleniumAssociates
based in Switzerland




